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bulkheads of most of the southern and western f a-
gades. The southwest angle of the Palace was pre-
vented only by massive shoring from falling bodily
into the Piazzetta. The anti-restoration society in
England had raised a great outcry over the works,
which had, however, been going on without criticism
during the Austrian occupation since 1840; and,
after a thorough examination of the state of the two
precious buildings, and the plans and appliances for
their restoration, I undertook the defense of the
restorers, and the hot controversy in the " Times "
and other journals on the subject resulted in the
confirmation of the authorities in their resolution to
continue the works which have left the Ducal Pala,ce
at least in a condition to be seen for a few hundred
years to come, and relieved the church of the scaf-
folds and bulkheads which disfigured it up to 1890.
The works in St. Mark's reestablished in more than
its original solidity the south flank, which was in
such a state of ruin that only the abundant shoring
had prevented the fagade from top to bottom from
falling bodily into the Piazza.

On the other hand, I found at Florence that the
authorities, in anticipation of the completion of the
present splendid fagade of the Duomo, had decided
to refresh the entire surface of the flanks to put
them in keeping with the new sculpture of the front,
and had actually inaugurated the system of remov-
ing with acids, followed by the chisel, of all the
toned surface of the sculptured parts so that the
Duomo should, when the fagade was revealed, pre-